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GAYDAR: 


gay ’ dar, (noun): The 
uncanny and seemingly 
innate ability lesbians 
and gay men have to 
recognize and detect 
one another; from gay 
and radar. 
from The Lesbian 
Almanac, 
compiled by The National 
Museum & Archive of 
Lesbian and Gay History 
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SPLINTERS 


From the Womonspace Board 

In mid-December, the Womonspace 
office was moved to our new location at 
the Gay & Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton; 103-10612-124 Street. Thank 
you to Tina, Angela, Karen and Fred for 
your hard work, especially in moving the 
filing cabinets that, according to Tina, 
“weigh more than a washing machine.” 

And, we have a new board member! 
Undaunted by her first volunteer efforts 
for Womonspace—moving the 
aforementioned filing cabinets and 
manoeuvring the U-Haul through a tight 
spot with inches to spare on either 
side—Angela Williams is our new 
secretary. Welcome aboard! 


Contributors this issue: 
Cathy Wood (cover cartoon), Amy Lee 


Cardufian, Charity Laboucan, Julie C. 
Lloyd, Laverne, April Mae, Patti, B.K-K., 
& Honeypot. 


SUBMISSIONS 
ARE WELCOME 


We are always seeking submissions of 
interest to local lesbians. Letters to the 
editor, book, concert and movie reviews, 
political and social commentary, short 
fiction, poetry and artwork are all 
welcomed, 

Contributors may either write to 
Womonspace News (Box 128, Main P.O., 
Edmonton AB T5J 3K4), attend a 
newsletter meeting, or leave a message at 
482-1794. 

Topics for coming months: February- 
Older Lesbians; March- Mental Health; 
April- Lesbians in Uniform; May- 
Medical Profession; June- Dating. 

Don’t miss a single issue! 
Womonspace members receive a 
discreetly mailed copy each month, about 
10 days before the free copies are 
distributed around town. Your =~ 
membership also helps pay for the 
printing costs and shows your support. 


Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue of 
Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The events, 
organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. 

Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome submissions. Material 
submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and content, and to refuse 
publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, AB T5] 3K4. 
Womonspace members may submit classified advertising—up to 3 lines free—at any time. Womonspace News seeks 
advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publications costs. Womonspace does not necessarily endorse products or 
services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, please leave a message on the 


Lesbian Life Line: 482-1794. The editor is Lindy Pratch. 
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GAYDAR LOVE 


by Amy Lee Cardufian 


Top 10 signs that the cute young 
office clerk you've been lusting after 
is a card-carrying dyke: 


10. She doesn’t carry a purse, and 
her ‘briefcase’ is a canvas knapsack. 


9. You never hear her speak of a 
husband or boyfriend, but her 
‘roommate’ phones her six times a 
day... and picks her up after work in a 
Jeep 4x4. 


8. She can’t attend the staff christmas 
party because she has to work a 
bingo for her hockey team that night. 


7. She wears the same clothes on 
‘Casual Friday’ as she does every 
other day of the week: jeans, Docs, 
and a lavender sweatshirt in winter; 
Mountain Co-op shorts, Birks, and a 
lavender T-shirt in summer. 


6. Her lunch usually consists of miso 
soup, chick pea salad, and fennel tea, 
while listening to ani difranco on her 
headphones. 


5. She rides a mountain bike to 
work—in January. 


4. She lobbies the boss to declare 
samhain and beltane statutory 
holidays. 


3. When you ask about her vacation 
plans, she says she’s torn between 
a week in Michigan and the Dinah 
Shore Classic. 


2. She asks if you want to see 
pictures of her daughters, Gertrude 
and Alice—and pulls out a photo of 
two border collies. 


1. When she catches you staring at 
her from the other side of the filing 
cabinet, you blush; she winks... and 
blows you a kiss. 


QUOTE: 


An hour in the life of my gay brain 
includes... 
...7,643 involuntary synapses 
attributable to gaydar, queer lust, 
general horniness and caffeine, 
..constant exercising of the ability to 
read homosexual subtext in 
everything from Ab Fab to Xena, 
Princess Warrior, 
..disturbing revelation that I’ve given 
more thought to Ellen’s coming out 
than | ever did my own. 
Probe 
Buzz, Nov. 15, 1996 
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WOMAN OF SNOW 


by Charity Laboucan RS 


It has been snowing for three days. I wake 
each morning to more soft full snowflakes 
falling, falling in layers; thousands of 
individual snowflakes, all different, all 
unique, all beautiful. 


Outside.. rolling the snow on the ground. I 
lay the compacted snow into the softness... 
I begin to form a woman. I close my eyes, 
remembering the sensation of a beautiful 
woman under my hands. I shape and form 
each nuance as the snow falls through the 


night sky. fg 


She is lying in the snow. I must be 
dreaming because I should be freezing. 
Slowly she takes form. I move my hands 
over her, smoothing her, forming her with 
my fingertips. Contrast of her white 
against my brown skin. [ shape 

every centimetre of my snow woman, 
touching every part of her; her eyes, her 
nose, her lips, her ears, the nape of her 
neck. I use my fingernails to form the 
intricate details of her anatomy as she lies 
in the snow waiting for me to create her, to 
make her... 


CG e 


Slowly her detail is beginning to form. Her 
long snowy hair. Strands of white blonde 

resting on her cheek. Her eyelids, her open 
lashes catching the new fallen flakes, I use 
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my fingertips to form her mouth. Closing 
my eyes, I shape the perfect mouth as I 
remember kissing it. I form her chin, 
strong and delicate. I lean over ber as I 
place my hands on her neck, smoothing 
the finishing touches of her head. 

Now I begin to smooth her shoulders. 
With my eyes closed still, I run my nails 
over where her collarbone will be. I 
remember with absolute clarity her 
woman contour. I cannot duplicate the 
intricacy with my fingertips, so I 

lean down, run my fingers through my 
hair so it does not fall into her face, and 
begin to shape her collarbone with my 


mouth... K 


I run my hands along her shoulders, 

down her arms, remembering the 

sensation of woman shape. I brush away 
excess snow that blankets her newly 
formed cheek... I brush my fingertips over — 
hers. As I create her, I touch every: 
millimetre of her body. Roughly outlining 
her snowy dimensions before I move into 
the more intricate curves of her body, I 

run my hands along the length and 


breadth of her white body... x 


I lay down in the snow beside her, this 
woman whose element is the frozen water 
falling around us, She seems to emanate a 
power of her own. Winter Woman... 
Frozen daughter of Mother Earth. 


NS SP 


She waits for me, not moving, not breathing. 
She stares unblinking into the winter night. 
[rest myself on my left side, holdtrg myself 
up on my elbow. } move my body closer to 
her, reaching my right hand to her. Forming 
her, making her atmost a mirror image of 
myself, I use my body to design her shape, 
her curves. I run my hand along my 
stomach, memorizing, then I transfer the 
warmth to her stomach, forming her 


firmness, her softness. : g 


As I use my body as a map to create hers, I 
move closer to her firm and icy body. I run 
my hands over her stomach, over her hips. I 
shape her pelvis with my mouth, forming 
her bone, melting the snow, which then 
freezes into ice. Smooth. My tongue slides 
over her as I finish working her hips and 


legs. x 


As she takes form in my hands, in my 
mouth, I have an overwhelming urge to 
breathe life into her. I believe for a moment 
in the cold night, as the snow catches in my 
long dark hair, that if I keep creating her, 
keep making her, keep my eyes closed, that 
she will have life. Out in the glacial night, 
all I can think about is my woman of white 
snow. Her contours becoming more and 
more perfect, she is giving me life as she 
allows me to shape her. She is giving me life 
as she silently waits for me to make her. I 
can feel her taking in my energy, 
encouraging my delirious desire for her to 
come alive in my hands. 


The cold of her body is beginning to 
seep into my fingers. | am shaping her 
stilf, the cold moving into my bones. My 
fingers are becoming stiff, but I have to 
finish her. I can feel her waiting for me, 
within her outer body of snow and ice. I 
can feel her pulling me to her, waiting 
for me to finish. I remove my jacket, my 
shirt. I need to get closer to her, 
believing I can feel a glimmer of life as I 
touch her. I form her rib cage, use my 
fingertips to separate her ribs, making 
indentations, running them along the 
grooves. I lay my chest against hers as I 
finish the rest of her midsection. , 
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Leaning over her, I want to be leaning 
into her. It is so cold, I want to be in 
her, to seek warmth inside her. I hold 
my head to the sky, reaching my hands 
to the snowflakes, becoming a part of 
her world. Silent world of falling snow. 
Birth into the night. Finally I have 
finished. I run my hands over every part 
of her body. It is perfect. I take off the 
rest of my clothes and lay down beside 
her. I form her right arm around my 


waist. Sk 


I rest my head on her shoulder. Pressing 
my tanned body into her winter white. 
She holds me. She calls me to sleep. She 
sings to me, promising to always stay 
with me. My Snow Woman... 
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Lesbian Legal Issues: 


LESBIANS AND KIDS 
by Julte C. Lloyd 

I read ina recent Newsweek 
that Melissa and Julie are having 
a baby. Once the shower presents 
are opened and the chocolate 
cigars are handed out, Julie and 
Melissa may start to wonder 
about their legal rights as parents 
of the child. Like the happy 
couple, many members of our 
community have children and 
have same-sex partners who act 
as a parent to the children, sharing the 
responsibility for raising them. 

While biological parents automatically 
have status as a parent and guardian of their 
child and accordingly, the rights including 
those of custody and control of the child, the 
non-biological parent is without any such 
status or rights. This state of affairs may 
create difficulty in the day-to-day issues that 
may arise in parenting. The non-biological 
parent may find herself unable to enroll the 
child in school, consent to medica] treatment, 
sign waivers for school trips, get the child 
enrolled in rugby, travel across national 
borders with the child, or otherwise act in the 
child’s interests. This may become more than 
an inconvenience if the biological parent is 
temporarily absent. Further, without any 
legal status, the non-biological parent is a 
legal stranger to the child and if the biological 
parent dies, the non-biological parent may 
find herself with no better legal status or right 
to claim custody of the child than any other 
person. 
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Is there a way for same-sex, non- 
biological parents to get legal status regarding 
a child? Well, maybe. To date there appear to 
be few reported cases in this province in 
which a court has dealt with a request by a 
same-sex partner for some form of legal status 
in respect of her partner’s children. There 
have, however, been some hopeful signs from 
the courts of other provinces and so perhaps 
it’s time for us to try. 

One way to get legal status regarding a 
child is to adopt the child. The general rule 
in adoptions is when a person adopts a child, 
they become the parent of that child and the 
legal status of any parent who might have 
existed before the adoption is extinguished. 
The adoptive parent becomes the only parent 
of the child. This process would not be very 
helpful to us. 

An exception is made to the general rule 
when the person adopting the child is the 
“spouse” of the biological parent (i.e. is a 
step-parent) of the child. In these 
circumstances, the rights of the biological 
parent stay in place and so once the adoption 
is granted there are two parents who have 
equal legal status. The step-parent provision 
is commonly used by heterosexual couples so 
that the non-biological parent can become a 
parent without disturbing the status of the 
biological parent. It is a step-parent type of 
adoption that would best suit the needs of our 
community. 

The legislation relevant to adoptions does 
not define “spouse,” but courts have held 
until recently that a spouse must be, among 
other things, a person of the opposite sex. 
Last year, however, the Supreme Court of 
Canada held that, at least in some contexts, 


defining “spouse” so as to exclude same-sex 
partnerships is contrary to the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. Further, in Ontario the 
courts have recently held that a provision in 
the legislation of that province purporting to 
restrict step-parent adoptions to heterosexual 
couples was contrary to the Charter and 
granted the step-parent adoption applications 
of same-sex couples. 

Another way for a non-biological parent to 
obtain formal legal status with respect to a 
child may be to apply before the court to be 
appointed a guardian of the child under 
provincial legislation. Such an appointment 
would result in both partners having formal 
legal status with respect to the child. 

Earlier this year in Hinton, Alberta, a 
lesbian grandmother and her partner applied 
to be appointed joint guardians ofa 
grandchild. The Court appointed the 
grandmother as a guardian but declined to 
appoint the grandmother's partner a joint 
guardian on the basis that there was no 
compelling reason to do so at the time. A bit 
of a disappointing decision, but perhaps if the 
applicant were to come to court prepared with 
a list of reasons why joint guardianship was 
required, the court might be declined to grant 
the order. 

To date same-sex couples in Alberta have 
not been successful in obtaining formal legal 
status for the non-biological parent of 
children. The mood of the courts in this 
country seems to be changing and so perhaps 
it is time for members of 
our community to 
demand recognition as 
parents. 


WIN TWO TICKETS TO 
SUZANNE 


WESTENHOEFER! 
Sunday March 9, 8 Pm 
Myer Horowitz Theatre 


Answer these questions: 


1. On what date did Suzanne 
Westenhoefer first appear in 
Edmonton? 

2. What was the topic of the April 
1996 Womonspace News? 

3. Where do Amy Lee Cardufian’s 
ex’s live? 

4. Name three Edmonton Folk 
Fest performers mentioned in the 
August 1996 issue. 

5. What was the topic of Our 
Bodies Our Health column in May 
1996? 


All answers can be found in back issues of 
Womonspace News. Contest open to 
current Womonspace members only. Mail in 
your answers to: Fennel Contest, c/o 
Womonspace, Box 128 Main P O, 
Edmonton AB T5J 3K4. Contest deadline is 
February 7, 1997. Be sure to include your 
phone number and Womonspace 
membership number. 

A draw will be held if there is more than one 
winning entry. 


Tickets courtesy of Fermel Productions 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton) is located in suite 103, 10612-124 
Street. Open Monday to Friday from 7-10 pm, for 
drop-in, peer support counselling and library 
services. Films every Wednesday & speakers on 
Thursdays. Call if you are interested in joining a 
coming out group for women, or if you are 
looking for meeting space for groups. A peer- 
support counselling course will be offered in the 
near future. 488-3234. 


OUTreach social & political student group at 
the University of Alberta campus: 988-4166. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University of 
Alberta. Thursdays from 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio show 
on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 ps. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, FM 
88.5, Wednesdays from 5:00-5:30 pa. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio program 
on FM 88.5. Saturdays from 7-8 pm. 


Lambda Christian Community 
Evangelical Church serving the lesbigay 
community; worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148-84 
Ave (Garneau United Church). Phone 474-0753. 


Metropolitan Community Church 
Weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive, (riverside entrance) 
Sundays at 7:15 pm. Social time follows the 
service. Rev. Charles Bidwell; 429-2321. 


SOLO Social club for women gets together 
every week for a wide variety of social events. 
Linda at 447-4776. 
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Gay & Lesbian Youth Group: 
Phone 486-9661, voice box 10. 


PFLAG: Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, or 
Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24 hour recorded message except 7 - 
9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer for confidential 
and anonymous support for gays and lesbians 
and their parents, families, and friends. 


Out & Out (0”) 

Outdoor and recreation group for gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Arctic frontrunners, 
line dancing, winter camping, cross-country 
skiing, badminton, volleyball, and other 
activities. Call 988-3132 for the full scoop. 


Night Spots: 

The Roost 

Private club at 10345-104 Street; 426-3150. 
Buddy’s 

Pub upstairs above Boystown, 10116-124St. 
Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room 
Lesbian & gay dart league on Thursdays. 
Dances for ladies only on the first Saturday of 
the month. Every Friday night is for women 
only. The first Friday of the month will feature 
country music. 2™ floor, 10306-112 St. 429-7234. 


Gay & Lesbian Infoline: 


988-4018 


Lesbian Life Line: 482~1794 
O* Hotline: 
988-3132 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 

Womonspace News Meeting 

Boystown, 10116-124 Street, at noon. Deadline 
for February submissions on the topic ‘Older 
Lesbians.’ New volunteers and wornen wishing 
to meet the newsletter committee are always 
welcome to join us. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 13 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

7:30 pm at Jazzberrys, 9965-82 Avenue. All 
members are welcome to attend. The cafe is 
closed to the public at this time. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 

Womonspace Mixed Dance 

Lesbians, celebrate the first dance of 1997 with 
your male friends at Bonnie Doon Hall! Co- 
sponsored by Team Edmonton. In an effort to 
improve conditions for those bothered by smoke, 
we now have a nonsmoking section in the hall. 
Catering by Jazzberrys. 9240-93 St., 8 pm-1 am. 
Volunteers get reduced price or free admission; 
call 482-1794. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22 

Forbidden Love Film Night 

Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton, suite 103, 10612-124 Street. Call 988- 
3132 for more information. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree Deli, 10345-82 Ave, at noon. 
Submissions deadline for March issue on the 
topic ‘Mental Health.’ New volunteers and 
women wishing to meet the newsletter 
committee are invited to stop by and say hello. 


Fennel Productiom 


presents: 
Comedian 


SUZANNE 
WESTENHOEFER 


at 


HOROWITZ THEATRE 
March 9; noo : 


$20.00 in Advance 
$25.00 at the Door 


IVEY EL) Cae 


10640 W. ve. € 
Alternat leo Spot 
439-2233, 0 Wh Ave. 
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“She’s one of the most confident comedians, man or woman, to e 
step on the Improv stage” - Ken Perkins, Dallas Morning News 


A mixture of “General weirdness of everyday life [and] ... gay 
humour.” 


What sets Suzanne Westenhoefer apart from other lesbian , 
comedians is her “quick, original wit and talent on stage”. . 


eeeoeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
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LESBIANS ONLINE 
by April Mae 

There is a little 
change; Sonya Moyer 
has resigned as the 
writer for this moathly 
feature due to other 
commitments. I am 
delighted to take her 
place, and I hope-I will 
make you eager to check out every URL 
address. 

Here are 12 entertaining URLs: 
http://www.qworld.org/Dykes World/ 
index.html 

“Dyke’s World.” Check out Wild 
Women Dreaming Wet. Lots of lesbian 
erotic stories to enjoy. (Be sure to type the 
URL exactly, with capital letters where 
indicated.) 
http://www.sappho.com 

Homepage of Sappho — Arts & Poetry, 
from there, link to yoohoo, or go directly: 
http://www.sappho.com/yoohoo 
Guide for web-savvy dykes; lots of 
lists—cyberspaces, entertainment, health 
and sexuality. 
http://www.kweb.org/ 

Kinky Women Expanding Boundaries. 
Lots of lists, photographers, catalogue to 
sell toys and more great links, 
http://www.safersex.org/ 

Information repository on safer sex. 
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http://web.spinners.on.ca/ttime/ 

If you want to buy your girlfriend a 
pride watch for her birthday, this is the 
pertect site to order one from. 
http://fanz.com/~ariella 

“Ariella’s Dyke Page,” a personal, 
bisexual homepage. 
http://www.concentric.net/~abigdog 

Personal homepage. “The Big Dog’s 
World” is also the list wrangler for my 
favourite newest mailing list, Stonebutch. 
http://home.earthlink.net/~sadhanna/ 
hklein 

Personal homepage of a lesbian artist. 
(Femmes: better check this one. She is 
the handsomest I ever saw!) 
http:/www.lovemore.com/ 

National support organization/ 
magazine for those involved in multi- 
partner loving relationships. 
http:/www.e-zines.com/boychicks : 

Homepage for boychicks & their; 
supporters. 
http:/www.geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/1041 

Canadian homepage for music lovers. 
Check the links for her favourite artists: 
Jennifer Berezan, k.d. lang, Judy Small, 
and others. 

If you have a homepage or business 
site related to lesbians and gays, please 
share it with April Mae: 
passion@compusmart.ab.ca. 


OUR BODIES 


OUR HEALTH 
Food Addiction 


ee 
by Patti » 

This is a disease that I can write about 
because I live it. lam a compulsive overeater 
and until I could say those words and begin on 
a road to recovery | was unable to get out of my 
disease. 

So what exactly is compulsive overeating? 
Well, those of us who do it know that’s what 
we do. We eat when we’re happy, sad, sick, 
excited, lonely, bored, tired, angry, frustrated, 
depressed, or any other feeling we want to 
avoid. The food is no different than drugs or 
alcohol; it numbs us so we don’t have to feel 
whatever it is we are about to feel. 

We overeat at meals, we eat between meals, 
we eat constantly, we think about food all the 
time, we talk about food, we hide food, we lie 
about food, we feel guilty about eating, we are 
mad when someone “gets more than us,” or 
eats something in the house we bought for 
ourselves. We never eat when we’re hungry 
because most of us have never known what 
being hungry is; we all have our ‘binge’ 
foods—foods that if we eat one of we will 
surely eat them all—and we tell ourselves we 
just love food and that is the problem. Sadly, 
the problem goes much deeper than that. 

Food has become our lover; it is the one 
thing in our lives that we can conirol, that is 
predictable and is always available. What’s 


even sadder is that we believe it is the one thing 


in our lives that can’t hurt us. However, the 
addiction to food and living in our disease will 
kill us, 


I know today that I don’t have to go back 
to the insanity that food addiction had for my 
life. In the recovery program that I chose, I 
have discovered that the food was a symptom, 
and that my real problems are with me, my 
honesty, my ability to really look at who Lam, 
what I have done in my life and my 
responsibility in all of it. 

My recovery is not just about losing 
weight, it is also about my emotional and 
spiritual recovery. I can now live one day ata 
time trusting that my higher power will guide 
my life and give to me what I need and never 
more than I can handle. 

Getting well from my disease of 
compulsive overeating/food addiction has not 
been easy, but the peace I feel inside increases 
every day and J know that my life will never 
be the same and for that I am grateful. 

Early in my recovery, I read that “we're as 
fat as we are dishonest” and did I ever get 
angry when I read this. I knew lots of people 
who were skinny that were very dishonest. 
However, today I know that this is a true 
statement for most compulsive overeaters and 
the person we are most dishonest with is 
ourselves. The quote is from Fat is a Family 
Afjair (by Judi Hollis) and I strongly 
recommend this book for anyone who 
wonders if they have this disease or for 
anyone who longs to get out of it. 

If you have any other questions about this 
disease, I can be contacted through the 
Womonspace office. 


Next month: Depression. 
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TRUE IDENTITY 


by BLK.K. 

I first realized I was a lesbian in 1984, 
when I was 27 years old. I grew up in 
rural Alberta and did not have any 
knowledge of the words lesbian or 
homosexual. The subject was never 
mentioned in our house. I can’t exactly 
remember when I first heard the word 
lesbian or found out what it meant. 

My first encounter with a lesbian was 
when I was 16, when an older friend came 
out to me. I remember being very scared 
at the time but I was not exactly sure why. 
I had a notion that lesbians were 
abnormal. How could this be true? My 
friend seemed very normal to me... in fact, 
we had many similarities. My friend was 
not comfortable telling everyone she was a 
lesbian and asked that I guard her secret. I 
wasn’t physically attracted to my lesbian 
friend but I felt an emotional connection. 

In high school most of my friends had 
boyfriends. Dating was something we 
were supposed to do. The script for 
everyone’s life read the same. First you 
dated, then you married and having a 
family usually followed. Failure to follow 
the script raised suspicions. Wanting 
desperately to fit in, I dated one fellow in 
high school, through college and 
eventually married him. At the time I 
thought I was happy, but deep inside I 
had reservations. Naively, I thought my 
reservations were nothing to be concerned 


about and everything would eventually 
work out. I followed the script exactly the 
way it was outlined for me, but somehow 
it just didn’t feel right. 

My first strong physical attraction toa 
woman was for someone I played hockey 
with. At first I dismissed my attraction as 
just a phase, but eventually found myself 
totally consumed by 
this woman. My team 
mate never once made 
an advance to me and 
appeared totally 
oblivious of my 
attraction to her. We 
became good friends 
and began spending much of our free 
time together. I was having a very difficult 
time dealing with my desire. I was 
struggling with the overwhelming 
physical attraction for my teammate pitted 
against my instilled fear of homosexuality. 

Alcohol and casual drugs eased my 
confusion. While partying one night at a 
hockey tournament, I got up enough 
courage to ask a close straight friend of 
mine if she ever had a desire to make love 
to a woman. My confidant was very 
supportive and said no, but asked whom I 
was interested in? She also said, if it was 
something I really wanted, I should ask 
my teammate if she was also interested. 

Since I was rather drunk at the time, 
the advice seemed reasonable and logical. 
That night, I approached my team mate 
and asked her if she had ever thought of 
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making love toa woman. My question 
caught her completely off guard and 
scared her. I could sense she shared the 
same fears I had felt many years ago when 
that friend told me she was a lesbian. I 
cormforted her and we spent the remainder 
of the night talking. After having made 
the first step, I found myself even more 
consumed with my desire. 

By this time, my marriage had become 
more unstable. After seven years, our 
interests and goals had drifted apart. I 
found myself entering into a new phase of 
my life, one that I knew little about and it 
scared the hell out of me. I never 
discussed my passion for my teammate 
with my husband, although I’m sure he 
suspected something since I spent most of 
my free time with her. 

Late one night it happened—our first 
intimate contact. We were parked in her 
car and talking as we had many times 
before. This night I found myself slowly 
moving toward her and then our lips met. 
The tenderness and the overwhelming 
emotion of that first kiss moved me. The 
passion of that kiss was nothing like I had 
ever experienced before. Almost instantly, 
my fears of loving a woman were washed 
away. 

Our emotional and physical 
relationship slowly grew stronger and 
more intimate. I now faced a huge 
dilemma. What was I going to do; leave 
my husband for a woman, or stay and 


hope to salvage my marriage? Financially, 
I had security in my marriage but my 
heart was not in it. | agonized over my 
decision for months. One day I was 
leaving and the next day I was staying. 

The waffling ripped me apart. I didn’t 
feel confident discussing my situation 
with anyone and found myself on the 
verge of a nervous breakdown. I knew I 
had to make a choice. I chose to leave my 
husband and followed my heart to be with 
the woman who captured my soul. 

Ten years have passed and [ have 
never once regretted my decision. Sure, 
there have been many obstacles to 
overcome along the way but I know in my 
heart I made the right decision. If I had to 
do it all over again, I wouldn’t hesitate to 
make the same choice. Coming out as a 
lesbian and the acceptance of my sexuality 
has been a slow, continuing process. I 
consider my marriage a part of the 
process. Looking back, I realize there 
were many indications of my sexuality but 
[ was too naive and insecure to put it all 
together. The combination of personal 
strength and growth have allowed me to 
discover my true identity. 


Housemate wanted: 


Mature female to share house in 
Clareview (near LRT). 
Call Sharie, 475-1502. 
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HONEYPOT HOROSCOPE: 
THE YEAR AHEAD 


ARIES: You're mellowing out a little but 
that doesn’t mean you’re in for an 
uneventful year. That Aries charm 
continues to open a lot of doors... and 
hearts. 


TAURUS: Nobody said it was going to be 
easy, but things are finally starting to go 
your way. After a cold winter, things 
begin to heat up in the spring. Sparks 
ignite in July, which could make for a very 
wild—and deliciously wet—August. 


GEMINI: Those mischievous twins could 
find themselves in double trouble this 
year. Be extra cautious in matters of the 
heart. What goes around comes around... 
so be totally honest with your lover(s). 
September brings a sweet surprise. 


CANCER: Be true to yourself——and the 
rest is easy. Figure out what it is you 
want, and then you can stop lickin’ for 
love in all the wrong places! 1997 is a year 
of magic, passion and home cookin’. 


LEO: Focus on domestic stability and 
getting in touch with your inner brat. Stop 
playing psychologist to your pals and start 
playing Scrabble. 


VIRGO: 1997 is your year! Everything you 
touch turns to gold. You are a child of the 
universe, no less than the trees and the 
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stars, you have a right to be lucky in 
lust. You'll hit the jackpot in June. 


LIBRA: With what seems like minimal 
effort, you'll land that dream job in '97. 
So who cares if it’s out of town? You 
can sweet-talk that perky Pisces into 
following you anywhere. 


SCORPIO: You're firing on all cylinders — 
this year, both professionally and 
socially. Sign up for those two-step 
lessons and kick up your heels. 


SAGITTARIUS: 1997 is a year of 
prosperity and luck for archers who 
aren't afraid to gamble. So stop 
stressing out over money, honey, buy 
that new truck—and take her for the 
ride of her life! 


CAPRICORN: All work and no play 
makes you a dull dyke. Life is too short 
to care whether strangers approye of 
your nipple piercings. All the world 
loves a Capricorn lover—especially in 
October. 


AQUARIUS: Something you thought 
long gone comes back to you. Don’t be 
afraid to say you're sorry. February will 
be a good month for you. 


PISCES: You've been feeling a little like 
a fish out of water lately but you're 
about to rediscover your comfort zone 
very soon. The rest of the year will be a 
breeze. Watch out for big hair. 


Emerge 
through writing al 
this year Darts 6 Runous Doon 


Private Club Atmosphere 
No Membership Fees 


creative writing for lesbians 


6 Thursdays Feb.13 - Mar.20 
7:30-9:30 Pm Darts — Dancing — Pool 
$65 (includes G.S.T.) 


More info from Emerging Writers 


10306 - 112 Street 
at 452-8940 (evenings) UPSTAIRS ees CALL 429-7234 


Stop Smoking NOW! JULIE GC. LLoyp 
Acupuncture will: 


BARRISTER & SOLICITOR 
~ reduce or eliminate cravings 
~ smooth emotions and relieve stress 
¥~ reduce oral fixation 
JEDMONTON, ALBERTA T5J 1W8 


TELEPHONE (403)424-2882 Fax (403)424-2526 
Series of 5 treatments only $125 


9 TO SHARE: Beautiful older 
¢ home close to downtown. 


feaniferc shone $250/month + half utilities. 


Acupuncture & Oriental Medicine 


For more information call 482-8965 This place is a gem—you 
Edmonton General Hospital 


11111 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5K OL4 


must see it! Call 477-8706. 
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Womonspace 
Mixed DANCE 


Saturday, January 18 


V 


Women, bring your Men friends! 


JA $5 Memsers; $9 Non-MemBers <) 


Bonnie Doon Hall: 9240 - 93 Street 


Sem—Tam 


& 


3 


| WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 
| Confidentiality Assured 


i 

| NAME(S)". te \ 
ADDRESS Cliniaea 

| posTAL CODE _ PHONE 

! 

! 

| 


| 12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 


| New Member QO Renewal OI would like to be a volunteer Yes O No O 
Please mail my newsletter to my home 0 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events O Total enclosed $ 


Oe ee 


